It  seems likely, however, that the Epicurean community had inspired the idea.    Shortly after telling  the  failure   of   their  project,  Augustine declares   that   he  was  greatly  inclined   towards Epicureanism.    Unfortunately,  he has  the very common misapprehension of Epicurean teaching. It is not a nattering picture that Augustine offers us of himself, standing impatiently on the brink of the flood of bodily pleasure, and only withheld from a plunge into its lowest depths by the dread of death and what may lie beyond it.    Whether or no this is an overdrawn picture of his own position, it certainly does injustice to Epicurus. Throughout   his  works  Augustine   insists   that Epicurus found man's true aim in ' bodily pleasure/ and opposes this to the ' virtue' which was the summum bonum of the Stoics.    In a carefully prepared sermon, which he delivered at Carthage (sermo 150), he even speaks of f the uncleanness oi the Epicureans,' and will have it that they filled their lives with sensual pleasure because they did not believe in a future state.    That is an error which will probably live as long as Stoicism or the
